
Cody Creelman is the face of a new beef 
generation. The young veterinarian is a 
partner in Veterinary Agri-Health Services 
Ltd., a thriving beef practice at Airdrie, Alta. 
He is also a passionate believer in the use of 
mobile technology in his work.

Already a fixture in the feedlot industry, 
high tech is set to revolutionize the cow-
calf industry next, says Creelman. That’s 
not speculation. It’s what he lives every day. 
The clinic does roughly a third of its work 
in each of cow-calf, feedlot and research 
activities. 

Speedy communicationS
The biggest change comes simply from the 
speed and sophistication of communica-
tions, says Creelman. There’s been a huge 
growth in the beef industry use of smart-
phones and related devices such as tablets. 

High-quality photo and video options 
allow a client to send a visual of a problem 
to their vet. “It gives us the jump on diag-
nosis, allows us to dispatch help if needed, 
or better prepare for assistance at a clinic,” 
says Creelman. 

new world of metricS
Perhaps the biggest new tech potential is the 
world of metrics management. Creelman’s 
practice developed feedlot management 
software. Now it has developed software for 
the commercial cow-calf industry.

“When we realized how many of our cli-

ents were using smartphones and mobile 
devices, we made the decision to build our 
latest software on a mobile platform to give 
them true in-the-field management.”

The software is in its second year of use 
and meeting solid reviews by clients and 
other veterinarians.

The system allows producers to input data 
at the speed at which cattle are processed. 
Most use a tablet or Android smartphone. 
Data is entered at the same time animals 
are being preg tested or vaccinated.  When 
the work at chuteside is done, records are 
instantly updated and usable with no need to 
download and manipulate later. 

more from your vet
There are many benefits to this new system, 
but one of the biggest is that it allows a much 
higher-quality relationship with your vet, 
says Creelman. You are working with actual 
numbers, not estimates. You can do it instan-
taneously and with complete mobility.

A first benefit producers discover is it 
shows exactly how many animals are in the 
herd, and other relevant data such as age dis-
tribution and calf inventory. 

One of many examples is a treatment 
screen. “If a person enters the ID for a calf 
weighing 700 pounds with a joint infection, 
they get a suggested treatment,” says Creel-
man. “It gives the dose, the injection route 
and the withdrawal times, all proper treat-
ment protocols set out by their vet.”

There are many customizable reports 
such as calving intervals — how many 
born in the first, second or third cycle. “We 
can show the economics of that and sug-
gest pre-breeding nutrition management 
changes to fine tune the program.” 

Another example is body condition scor-
ing. Estimating that is tough, but actually 
measuring animals and entering that data 
tells producers exactly what their herd is 
doing. The same applies to herd mortality 
and morbidity. 

program Support 
On an industry level, new technology has 

the potential to strengthen industry pro-
grams such as the Verified Beef Production 
program with sophisticated options to meet 
sustainability standards. 

New technology also allows a fresh 
approach for the beef industry to reach out 
to the world and tell our story, says Creelman.
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Smart technology for cow-calf production

NO B.S.

CANADA’S
FIRST LINE 
OF DEFENCE
AGAINST BRD:

A sick calf costs time and money, so when it comes to 
preventing BRD, serious cattlemen don’t play around. They go 
with the proven leader — Pyramid® FP 5 + Presponse® SQ1. 
Over 10 million doses2 of this winning combination have been 
administered for one simple reason: It works. One easy shot 
protects your calves against 5 viruses and 1 bacteria associated 
with bovine respiratory disease (BRD). And that’s no B.S.
For more information, talk to your 
veterinarian or Boehringer Ingelheim 
(Canada) Ltd. representative.
1Aids in the prevention of disease caused by bovine rhinotracheitis virus, bovine virus diarrhea (Types I and II), 
bovine parain� uenza 3 and bovine respiratory syncytial virus, and aids in the reduction of severity of pneumonic 
pasteurellosis caused by Mannheimia haemolytica. 2 Impact Vet data 2004–2014.Pyramid and Presponse are 
registered trademarks of Boehringer Ingelheim Vetmedica, Inc. © 2015 Boehringer Ingelheim (Canada) Ltd.

Smartphone technology can help efforts in 
animal health and improve ability to diagnose, 
says Dr. Cody Creelman (l) of Airdrie, Alta.


