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What we do
VBP+ validates sustainable
production practices, on-farm
•

VBP+ is an expansion of the Canadian beef
industry’s recognized On-Farm Food Safety
program and remains a voluntary, industry-led,
market-driven program developed by Canadian
producers for producers.

•

VBP+ enables beef producers, both farm and
feedlot, to showcase the sound on-farm practices
they adhere to and help prevent, monitor and
reduce risk.

•

VBP+ is built to avoid adding to producer workload
yet contains the teeth needed for retailers.

•

VBP+ is an auditable, industry-led program with
the original On-Farm Food Safety component that
is Canadian Food Inspection Agency recognized.

•

VBP+ is delivered nationally through provincial
beef cattle groups.

•

VBP+ is being developed to align with the
sustainability indicator work of the CRSB, to
which the McDonald’s Verified Sustainable Beef
pilot project is also informing.

•

VBP+ allows registered operations to be a part
of a bigger picture of raising beef cattle that can
flow into the growing Verified Sustainable Beef
supply stream.

•

VBP+ is working to connect with the Beef
InfoXchange System (BIXS) to identify cattle
coming from a VBP+ operation throughout their
lifetime.

Connecting sustainability and beef production
‘Sustainability’
and
‘sustainable
production’ are popular terms in today’s
marketplace. Consumers want to make
sustainable choices when purchasing
goods and services. Marketers promote
sustainability as a way to make their
products more attractive to discerning
consumers.
VBP+ has its roots in the On-Farm Food
Safety (OFFS) program, formerly Verified
Beef Production (VBP). VBP+ is the tool
that connects beef production to the
broader
conversation
surrounding
sustainability today.
VBP+ has and continues to work
closely with the Canadian Roundtable
for Sustainable Beef (CRSB), a multistakeholder
initiative
to
advance
sustainability in the Canadian beef
industry.
Sustainable beef’ is defined “as a socially
responsible, environmentally sound
and economically viable product that
prioritizes Planet, People, Animals and

Progress.” The definition includes all
aspects of the beef supply chain.
Producers can think about sustainable
beef
production
as
continual
improvement in on-farm practices.
Producers already adopt innovation and
keep records as a matter of business; now
the Verified Beef Production Plus (VBP+)
program can validate their documented
on-farm production practices.
VBP+ is the tool that connects beef
production to the broader conversation
surrounding
sustainability
today.
The CRSB is working towards the
development of a multi-stakeholder
approved verification framework. VBP+
and the CRSB are working together
towards alignment and integration of the
two programs. Producers’ participation
in VBP+ helps them prepare to engage
in current and future sustainability
dialogues and market demands. VBP+
is the only OFFS program for beef
producers reviewed by the Canadian
Food Inspection Agency (CFIA).

How we do it
VBP+ - Validating responsible practices.
•

VBP+ supports marketing by verifying on-farm production practices and
sustainability for the Canadian beef industry.

•

Three new modules are being added to VBP to address the need for
sustainable beef production: animal care, environmental stewardship and
biosecurity.

•

Each new module is built upon a robust risk analysis and development
process with producers and stakeholders.

•

Once fully launched, VBP+ becomes a Canadian beef cattle industry-led
program able to provide verification of all aspects of sustainable beef
production at the farm and feedlot level.

•

VBP+ adheres to the founding principles of VBP including being practical,
voluntary, affordable, credible and based on recognized audit principals.

•

VBP+ is delivered across all provinces with strong national coordination and
management under the Canadian Cattlemen’s Association umbrella.

•

National program delivery and oversight ensures maintenance of a consistent
national standard and streamlined delivery of information, training, online
tools and resources..

•

Together, these initiatives support the main objectives of the Canadian Beef
Advantage (CBA).

•

Funds to build VBP+ come from Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada’s AgriAssurance Stream of Growing Forward 2.

Why we do it
• The beef market continues to evolve in response to consumer
demands for transparent, accountable, and sustainable beef
production.

VBP+ fits with new and emerging
market realities
Increasingly, beef retailers are trying to prove to their
customers that they are doing the right thing. For the most
part this does not mean they simply accept assurances of
producers or suppliers they are ‘doing the right things’. Most
of the time, it means production practices need to be verified
or audited through an accredited program. Consumers trust
this and retailers can use it. This is where VBP+ fits in nicely.

• Retailers and food service firms are responding to these signals
with branded programs to target consumer sentiment.
• VBP+ helps maintain and enhance beef markets for Canadian
beef domestically and abroad.
• VBP+ provides the practical means to verify sustainable
production at the farm level and instill confidence in customers
and consumers.
• VBP+ provides the transparency necessary for retailers and
food service firms to demonstrate their products came through
verified sustainable farm supply streams.
• VBP+ can provide a single, unified platform to help meet
emerging sustainable beef production markets and initiatives.

For more information on Verified Beef Production Plus, please contact the Provincial
Delivery Agent in your province:
British Columbia
BCCA Program Delivery Inc.
1-866-398-2848 or (604) 309-3509
VBP@cattlemen.bc.ca
www.cattlemen.bc.ca/vbp.htm

Manitoba
Manitoba Beef Producers
(204) 772-4542 or (204) 372-6492
betty.green@email.com
www.manitobaverifiedbeef.org

Alberta
Alberta Verified Beef
1-866-242-7404 or 403-818-7415
sargent@albertaverifiedbeef.com
www.albertaverifiedbeef.com

Ontario
Beef Farmers of Ontario
(905) 375-8551
dan@ontariobeef.com

Saskatchewan
Saskatchewan Verified Beef
Production
Phone: (306) 859-9110
office@saskvbp.ca
www.saskvbp.ca

Québec
Les Producteurs de bovins du
Quebec
(450) 679-0530, poste 8460
ncote@upa.qc.ca
www.bovin.qc.ca

Newfoundland & Labrador
Atlantic VBP Working Group
(902) 368-2229
vbp@peicattleproducers.com
New Brunswick
New Brunswick Cattle Producers
(902) 368-2229
vbp@peicattleproducers.com
Nova Scotia
Nova Scotia Cattle Producers
(902) 368-2229
vbp@peicattleproducers.com
Prince Edward Island
Prince Edward Island Cattle Producers
(902) 368-2229
Email: vbp@peicattleproducers.com

Funds to build VBP+ come
from Agriculture and Agri-Food
Canada’s AgriMarketing Program
- Assurance Systems Stream of
Growing Forward 2

